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problems in the more distant future. Finally, in the last decade a number of new
haredi communities were established outside of Jerusalem — at Emanuel,
Ashdod, Safed and Migdal haEmek. The development of these centers may ease
the pressure for dominance over space and reduce the tensions witnessed until
now mostly in Jeriicalem
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of the economic circumstances of the haredi population. Here we must
differentiate between the conventional indices, which are not effective in the
case at hand, and the actual situation. The average per capita income in the
haredi community is low, yet the community as a whole is well off. Individuals’
vocational training results in low income. However, the support system —
internal and external alike — is definitely capable of making up the shortfall.
This support manifests itself in various fields, ranging from interest-free loans
supply of reduced-price goods. It covers educational and welfare needs almost
from cradle to grave.

With regard to vocational/technological training, we have seen that women
exceed men in its acquisition. The only legitimate spiritual content in the world
of haredi men is Torah study, and only in a certain way and style at that. The
imperative of Torah study, as the haredim understand it, does not apply to
women: housework and economic support of the family are their domains. This
aim, securing an economic base, allows women to penetrate various occupational
fields of which some, e.g., computers, are “modern” but neutral in the
cultural-value sense. Vocational training of this type has provided to the haredi
women a slow exposure to various elements of the modern world. Hence the
possibility of a future, and perhaps a present-day, technological/civilizational gap
between men and women in the haredi world.

All the aforementioned social and cultural processes, with their clear spatial
dimensions which both exert influence upon and absorb from the social
processes, represent a planning challenge of the highest order.,

Our world customarily accepts the principle of integration as opposed to
separatism and ghettoization. This tenet stems from fundamentals rooted in the
Western democratic concept, which aims to safeguard the rights of individuals
and groups. When certain groups host a spiritual world which propels it in the
direction of separatism, it may paradoxically find itself in a state of tension with
the surrounding society on the issue of the safeguarding of its rights, which are
interpreted differently by the surrounding factors, Jerusalem’s haredi ghetto
finds itself in this situation. The planning system has not related to the haredi
community as a singular one which requires a special urban space; consequently,
in the resulting situation, the haredi space is bisected and restricted by land uses
which contradict its nature. Every contact of this type bears the seeds of a
geographical pretext for territorial struggle.

Accordingly, the only planning resolution of the haredi space issue is the
securing of a territorial reserve undisturbed by land uses which the haredim
consider hostile. To the extent that this space is uniform and unbroken, the
danger of future clashes shouid diminish in accordance. By contrast, a breakup
of the haredi space into remote and smaller territorial units may indeed reduce
pressure in the unbroken area in the short run, but is liable to engender similar
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Summary

The demographic structure of the haredi® population, together with its
cultural and spiritual world, create a process of cultural and social introversion
along with territorial expansion and spread. The two concurrent phenomena —
socio-cultural ghettoization and territorial spread, give rise to struggles for
territory as the haredi community views the space as a consumer-good in which
the community fulfills residential and expansion requirements, and in which it
struggles for cultural dominance.

The struggle for territory expresses the contradiction between the haredi
spiritual world, perceived by community members as one of sanctity, and the
modern, permissive urban way of life, viewed by the haredim as a world of
hedonism which poses a serious threat to haredi sanctity and constitutes a
diametric opposite thereof. The task of safeguarding the community from this
hedonistic world becomes especially crucial where younger community members
are involved, because they are the most susceptible of all to the exposure to and
influence of pleasure-seeking culture.

Today the haredi community numbers 80-85,000 people, about 27 percent of
the Jewish population of Jerusalem. The rate of growth is significant as in 1978
the community had only 52,000 members, and yet the demographic structure of
the haredi population is not uniform throughout the city. It rather presents the
classic core-periphery mode!: while the heart of the haredi space offers an age
pyramid representative of a mature, elderly population, the base of the pyramid
widens — i.e., the population grows younger — as one advances toward the new
neighborhoods on the periphery. One of the implications of this finding is that
haredi pressure on territory is not equal in every area: while pressure is great and
significant in the peripheral and border zones, out-migration and a thinning of
population occur within the veteran core. This situation may indicate potential
revitalization possibilities within the space itself, as well as the future
confrontation areas with secular residents.

The process under which the haredi area (‘‘ghetto’’) expands, is influenced by
“barriers”, i.e, land use or residential zones which are so incompatible with the
haredi population as to preclude any haredi penetration. We should clarify that
the various barriers of these types may serve to delay the expansion of the haredi
area, under varying degrees of ‘“delayability”. Thus, for example, the 1948-1967
cease-fire line was a total barrier, impassable as long as it existed. A residential
neighborhood with a specific population, by contrast, may impede haredi
development until a certain level of pressure is reached. When this level is
exceeded the barrier may be breached. The strength of barriers is also a function

*Haredi—Haredim = Ultra Orthodox Jews.
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