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The Workshops underlying questions: 

• Are shared spaces Useful or harmful to Jerusalem’s 

social fabric? 

• Can a positive shared space be created via urban 

planning? 

• What are the preconditions for the creation of  a 

positive intergroup encounter? 



First Session: Public space/Shared space 
April 17, 2018 

The workshop opened with a theoretical study 

of intergroup encounter: 

• We reviewed the Jerusalem space and the principles of 

urban planning in Jerusalem and found that over the years 

spatial separation was a municipal strategy. 

• We focused on the Contact Hypothesis and the 

Geographies of Encounter theory, and examined their 

relevancy to Jerusalem’s space and circumstances. 



We then began to formulate parameters 

that encourage a positive shared space: 

 

• Location: Homogeneous space or seam-line area 

• Functionality: transit, leisure, work, consumption, 

housing 

• Morphology: visibility, topography, design, 

maintenance 

• Boundaries: Open/selective/secured, connectivity 

to space 

• Space ownership: Jewish/Arab, Private/Public 



Second Session: Study-tour to Haifa 

May 8, 2018 

We studied Haifa as an example of a mixed city in which a social and cultural 
awakening of the Arab population has been taking place in recent years 
While acknowledging the distinct demographic and general differences 
between the two cities, we learned about the historical and planning 
background of the city, the communal work in the city, the inclusive 
municipal planning, and urban renewal projects. 



In this session we discussed spaces of encounter in polarized urban 
environment and heard the fascinating lectures of Journalist Nir Hasson 
and Prof. Tovy Fenster 

 

We concluded that: 

• Jerusalem’s urban planning is saturated with political aspects and needs 

• The encounter between populations in conflict in the urban space holds positive and 

negative potential 

• Questions of location, functionality, urban design and space-ownership affect the 

nature of the encounter 

• A positive encounter between populations in conflict relays on the existence of a sense 

of security and equal status between the parties and the existence of a sense of 

belonging 

Third Session: Jerusalem – the unified/divided city 

May 31, 2018 



We learned about the history of 
Northern Ireland and about the 
social and political structure of 
Ireland and Belfast’s 

Fourth Session: Preparation for the study-tour to Belfast  

June 28, 2018 



Fifth Session: Study-tour to Belfast  

July 8-12, 2018 

The objective of the study-tour to Belfast was to learn about key elements 
for the development of shared-spaces in a city divided between 
communities in conflict 



We met with representatives of the various communities and  
with local practitioners and experts to learn about: 
 

• Communal development and planning of open public spaces 

• The importance of rebranding: From the Troubles to Titanic 

• The creation of an urban identity as a bridge between sectors 

• Urban renewal in neglected / industrial spaces 

• The importance of the Public-Private-Partnership triangle – as a key for urban 

renewal and community reinforcement 

• The importance of legitimizing variance and cross-sectors tension in the public sphere  

• The significant use of symbols in the public sphere 

• We observed the traditional festivities of the Protestant community: the Bonfire, the 

Orange Order and the Ulster loyalist 











Throughout the workshop, participants were asked to map, describe and analyze the shared spaces 
under their planning district/neighborhoods.  
We focused on articulating the needed tools for the urban and community planner’s toolkit for the 
planning and shaping of shared spaces. 

Sixth Session: Concluding session and the toolbox for the urban and community planner 

August 7, 2018 

Shared Spaces 
Theoretical Study 

Shared Spaces 
Planning Tools 

Shared Spaces 
Peer Learning 


