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Abstract
The highlight of activities of the Jerusalem PAGI Haredi Workers Organization took place
during the 1940s. This organization broke off from PAI, the Agudat Israel Workers
Organization, because of its growing opposition to relations that PAI had with Zionist bodies
during the second half of the 1930. Also, PAGI members resented developments within PAI
whereby its leaders were deserting the traditional ways of separation and segregation from
Zionism, as PAGI became a majority within PAI. This trend within PAGI was due to the
influx of new yishuv hadash (New Settlement) Haredi immigrants, who sought to live in
shared communities with the general Jewish population, In spite of this resentment PAGI
remained an integral part of PAI in the 1940s, and even gained the support of many among
the yishuv yashan (Old Settlement) who viewed PAGI's members as devoted to the old Haredi
traditional norms. PAGI was innovative by promoting productivity and manual labor, which
allowed the Haredi community to remain segregated from the general public, as these jobs
could be completed within the Haredi community. The core PAGI’s efforts was a company
which established factories, jobs, and residential buildings. In elections to the first Knesset,
PAGI ran in a separate party from PAI, which joined a block together with Zionist parties.
PAGTI’s separation from the PAI camp and its failure in two electoral cycles led to its eventual
demise. In addition to other sources, such as testimonies and archival materials, this article is
based on PAGI’s own publications in the 1940s, and especially on the first Haredi daily
newspaper, "Hayoman" (The Diary), published in Jerusalem during the War of Independence
in which PAGI members had a critical role. These publications reflect PAGI’s members’
perspectives and activities during this time period.
Key words: Agudat Israel, PAGI, PAI, Jerusalem, Zionism, Haredi worker, Mokotovski,
War of Independence, PAGI housing project, 'Atideinu’, 'Komemiyut', 'Hayoman'.
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