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and present of East Jerusalem'’s Palestinian society, which has
long been characterized as a traditional-patriarchal society where
women's roles are marginal-or, more accurately, silenced-and thus
rarely addressed in research. However, as in other areas, recent
years have seen changes in this area, some of which remain under
the radar. Women in East Jerusalem are more educated than men,
the quality of many girls’ schools surpasses that of boys' schools,
and two-thirds of East Jerusalem high school graduates pursuing
studies in Israeli higher education institutions are women. Some
of these graduates (primarily the Hebrew University) have entered
the Israeli labor market in various fields, including leading key
aspects of the five-year economic and social development plan for
East Jerusalem (following Government Decision 3790 of 2018) at
both the municipal and governmental levels. Others have engaged
in the activities of civil society organizations and local or foreign

foundations operating in East Jerusalem.



Abstract

The Arab population in East Jerusalem has undergone significant
transformations in recent years, reflecting a transition from a
traditional society to a modern and postmodern one, alongside a
weakening of certain traditional social mechanisms. The primary
factors driving these processes include increased exposure of East
Jerusalem society to developments occurring in West Jerusalem and
Israeli society in general, widespread access to social networks and
new technological advancements, and substantial disconnection
between East Jerusalem, the West Bank, and the Palestinian
Authority.

The main goal of this study - continuing my previous research,
“Tradition, Crisis, and Renewal in East Jerusalem Society” — is to
focus on the status of women in East Jerusalem and the changes
that have occurred from 1967 to the present. This includes exploring
various aspects such as women's roles in the leadership of East
Jerusalem's Palestinian society over the years, the education of
girls within the schooling system, the pursuit of higher education
by female graduates in Israeli and Palestinian institutions, women's
roles within marriage and household management, and the issue of
women's employment-a subject of great concern to policymakers
and senior officials at both the municipal and governmental levels.

At first glance, this may not seem like a central issue in the history

1 Amnon Ramon, Tradition, Crisis, and Renewal in East Jerusalem Society, Jerusalem:
Jerusalem Institute for Policy Research, 2024.
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