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Abstract

The organization of families into tribal coalitions constitutes a foundational
feature of traditional societies in the Middle East, shaping social, political,
cultural, and economic structures, as well as individual life trajectories. This
article examines the role of clans (hama’il) in structuring individual lives
and social order in Arab-Palestinian society in East Jerusalem,
conceptualized here as a contemporary “clan regime.” It advances a
typology of three principal clan formations — urban Jerusalemite
(Magadseh), villagers (Falaheen), and clans of Hebronite origin (Khalaileh)
— and argues that sustained migration from Hebron to Jerusalem has been

central to shaping the current configuration of this regime.

Drawing on in-depth interviews with clan members from diverse
backgrounds and an analysis of media sources, the study identifies a dual
dynamic of consolidation and erosion within the clan regime. While clan
actors partially compensate for weak formal political leadership and
contribute to the maintenance of public order, the regime is increasingly
criticized for structural biases favoring large clans and for processes of

individualization that undermine clan-based cohesion.

The article offers a conceptual and empirical framework for understanding
patterns of social order in East Jerusalem and their broader implications

for clan-based sociopolitical systems in the region.
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